This paper reports the usefulness of the cranial suture closure in the age estimation. Using samples of 141 Japanese male skulls, the reliability of the suture closures as the age indicator was examined by means of multiple regression analysis and quantification theory model I analysis.
INTRODUCTION
Since TODD and LYON (1924,1925a, b, c) described the progressive fusion and the obliteration of cranial sutures and the relationship of their processes with age, many studies have dealt with the problem of estimation of age from sutures (SINGER, 1953; COBB,1955 ; MCKERN and STEWART, 1957; BROOKS, 1955 When female data are put into the most reliable equations obtained from male data, the average of the estimated ages is about four years younger than that of the actual ages in the ectocranial suture closure, and two years younger than the average of actual ages in the endocranial suture closure (Table 6 ). This fact indicates that the female suture closure proceeds slower than the male suture closure.
Therefore, we need another set of equations for females in order to assess more precisely the age from the suture closure in females.
SUMMARY
(1) As an age indicator, the endocranial suture closure has more reliablity than the ectocranial suture closure.
(2) The quantification theory model I analysis is more reliable than the multiple (Received, May 6, 1981) 
